[A Case of Acute Superior Mesenteric Artery Occlusion Rescued by Thrombus Aspiration without Bowel Resection].
Acute superior mesenteric artery (SMA) occlusion is rare and associated with high morbidity and mortality.One of the reasons is the difficulty to diagnose the disease soon after the abdominal pain initially occurs. A 79-year-old woman with atrial fibrillation was admitted because of progressive left abdominal pain and nausea. Two hours after the onset, computed tomography revealed an occlusion of the SMA. No signs of intestinal infarction were present. Abdominal angiography revealed complete obstruction from the distal portion of the SMA to the ileocolic artery, so we could have a diagnosis of SMA occlusion early. Continuous per-catheteric thrombus aspiration for the occlusion successfully removed the thrombus and led to complete revascularization laparotomy. We encountered a case of acute mesenteric ischemia due to SMA occlusion with atrial fibrillation. Early diagnosis is necessary to survive without bowel resection.